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From the Executive Director 

by Peter J. van der Linden 

 

After a hiatus of several years, Lakeside 

Lab is pleased to once again offer a news-

letter to our alumni and friends. We thank 

alum Shelly Schossow for designing this 

publication for us. 

 

Despite our lapse in communicating with 

you, the Lab is still a vibrant place with 

students and researchers here every sum-

mer. As of 2006 we are also a Regent’s 

Resource Center, offering lifelong learning 

opportunities for the people of Northwest 

Iowa (see articles elsewhere in this news-

letter.) 

 

You’ll be receiving this publication twice a 

year. It is your newsletter, so please tell us 

what you would like to read.  You can send 

me your comments as follows: 

E-mail: peter-vanderlinden@uiowa.edu 

Mail: Iowa Lakeside Lab, 1838 Highway 

86, Milford IA 51351 

Phone: 712-337-3669 ext. 5 

 

We’re always glad to hear from you. Don’t 

hesitate to call, write, or better yet, pay us 

a visit! 

 

What Should We Call This? 

For now, we are calling this newsletter by 

its former name, “Lakeside News.”  We’d 

like to use a more catchy title, however, 

and invite your suggestions. If we choose 

your idea, we’ll send you a centennial me-

mento. 

 

Prefer E-mail to Paper? 

This newsletter will also be available on 

Lakeside’s web site at 

www.lakesidelab.org. If you would prefer 

to read it there, we’ll be glad to notify you 

by e-mail when it’s posted.  Just send an e-

mail message to peter-

vanderlinden@uiowa.edu, with “Stop Pa-

per Copies” in the subject line and your 

name and address in the body of the mes-

sage. 

Welco me!  

Lakeside is 100 years old!  To celebrate 

this special occasion, several events were 

held this past summer and fall.  

 

The festivities began in January when 

more than 100 people gathered on Little 

Miller’s Bay in front of the Lab to form a 

giant dragonfly. The image was photo-

graphed from the air and widely circulated. 

(See related article on page 4.) 

 

On June 21, the Friends of Lakeside Lab 

held “Lakeside Launch,” a cruise on the 

Queen II excursion boat. The event raised 
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Lake View  

Staff and programs may 

change at Lakeside Lab, but 

the campus is still a beautiful 

place.  Photo by Anne 

Schimke. 
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more than $23,000 for Friends programs at 

Lakeside. 

 

Beginning on July 4, nine unique sculptures 

were exhibited at the Lab. The David Rogers 

Big Bugs, which portray common insects on 

a gargantuan scale, attracted nearly 20,000 

people during their three-month stay. Most 

visitors had never been to Lakeside before, 

so the display accomplished its purpose of 

raising public awareness and appreciation of 

the Lab. 

 

The Centennial Jubilee was held on July 11. 

Hundreds of visitors and guests enjoyed the 

(Continued from page 1) day’s activities, which included guided 

tours, science demonstrations, portrayals of 

historical characters, presentations by “Bug 

Chef” David George Gordon, a virtual tour 

of the Okoboji region, and birthday cake in 

the Mess Hall. 

A reunion for Lakeside alums drew 60 peo-

ple from July 31 to August 2. Lectures, field 

trips, lots of reminiscing, and plenty of good 

food made it a special weekend for all. A 

video presentation and prairie walk were 

provided in memory of Lakeside faculty 

member Paul Christiansen. 

 

Enrollment in Lakeside’s summer science 

courses has slipped in recent years. There are 

varied reasons for this, but we know that in-

creasing costs for students is a primary cause. 

 

The Friends of Lakeside Lab are a primary 

source of financial aid, providing more than 

$10,000 in 2009.  Both graduate and under-

graduate students benefit from these scholar-

ships, which provide full or partial room and 

board. 

 

Several Lakeside faculty and alums have es-

tablished endowed scholarships. The most 

recent is G. Dennis Cooke, who attended 

Lakeside each summer from 1961 to 1964. 

Dr. Cooke’s scholarship provides funds for a 

graduate student to pursue research in 

aquatic ecology at the Lab. The first recipi-

ent was Jelena Andrejic, a PhD candidate at 

the University of Belgrade, who is working 

with diatoms. 

 

If you would like to support students or es-

tablish a scholarship, please contact the Ex-

ecutive Director (see contact information on 

page 1). 

P a g e  2  

Big Bugs Visit Lakeside 

The David Rogers Big Bugs were 

exhibited at Lakeside in 2009, 

including this 18-foot-tall praying  

mantis, Photo by Greg Drees. 

Recipients of the Parker Gentry 

Award in Conservation Biology, 

with Professor Mike Lannoo: Noah 

Poppelreiter, James Shoemaker, 

Nick Sobocinski, Julia Heitz and 

Emily Brodersen. Photo by Jane 

Shuttleworth. 

Elena Jovanovska, recipient of 

the John Clayton Kingston 

Diatom Fellowship, with 

Professor Sarah Spaulding. 

Photo by Jane Shuttleworth. 



Welco me  a n d  Go o d by e !  

E n v iro n men t a l  Tes t in g  E x p a n d s  

Lakeside Lab has seen several staff 

changes during the past three years. 

 

Peter van der Linden was hired as Lake-

side’s first full-time director in July 2007.  

Peter is an alumnus of the Lab (1974) and 

worked previously at The Morton Arbore-

tum and Fernwood Botanical Garden. He is 

a native of Sibley, Iowa, only 35 miles 

west of the Lab, and still has family in the 

area. 

 

Mark Wehrspann retired in February 

2008 after 29 years of service. Judy 

Wehrspann still works at the Lab but not 

for much longer—she plans to retire in 

March. Mark and Judy are living in a home 

Bovbjerg Lab Ribbon 

Cutting 
Lakeside’s water chemistry 

lab is now staffed full-time 

and was re-dedicated in 

this August 2008 event. 

Cutting the ribbon is 

University of Iowa 

President Sally Mason. 

Photo by Mike Hood. 

they built on the Little Sioux River just west 

of Milford.  

 

Matt Fairchild has succeeded Mark as 

Lakeside’s Facilities Manager. Matt has a 

background in prairie restoration and is 

working hard to restore Lakeside’s grounds 

and natural areas, while keeping the build-

ings in good shape too. 

 

Jane Shuttleworth is known to many alums 

through her long association with the Friends 

of Lakeside Lab. In 2008 Jane became Lake-

side’s Educational Coordinator. Through her 

efforts, Lakeside is expanding its outreach 

and developing new collaborative programs 

in early learning, K-12, and adult education. 

Through a partnership with the University 

Hygienic Lab in Iowa City, the Bovbjerg 

Water Chemistry Lab has re-opened and is 

offering environmental testing services to 

public agencies and private clients. The lab is 

located in the Waitt Building and is operated 

by a full time chemist, Dennis Heimdal. It 

has been certified by the State of Iowa. 

 

Lakeside also operates the Cooperative Lakes 

Area Monitoring Project (CLAMP). CLAMP 

was started by the Friends of Lakeside Lab and 

is the longest-running program of its type in 

Iowa.  Trained volunteers collect samples from 

27 stations in nine local lakes, and return these 

to the Bovbjerg Lab for analysis. Data from the 

past 10 years is available through the CLAMP 

website at www.continuetolearn.uiowa.edu/

lakesidelab/support/CLAMP.html. 
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As a Regents Resource Center, Lakeside now 

offers programs in addition to science. Entre-

preneurial education, writing programs, training 

for early learning educators, and artistic en-

deavors are all part of the mix. 

 

2009 was the fourth year for the Okoboji Entre-

preneurial Institute (OEI), an innovative course 

offered by the Iowa Lakes Corridor Develop-

ment Corporation and five Iowa colleges and 

universities. Students from the University of 

Iowa, Iowa State, UNI, Buena Vista University, 

and Iowa Lakes Community College come to 

the lab for an intensive, week-long course in 

how to be successful entrepreneurs, competing 

in a computer-simulated “universe” and meet-

ing with enterprising business people.  OEI has 

become a model of entrepreneurial education, 

and admission has become highly competitive. 

 

Lakeside is also working to help people be-

come better writers.  Jim Heynen, a retired pro-

fessor from St. Olaf College and noted Mid-

west author, teaches a week-long writing 

workshop every July.  Through a collaboration 

with the University of Iowa Writers Workshop 

and the Friends of Lakeside Lab, Lakeside 

hosted several writers in residence in 2007 and 

2008. While here, the writers provided work-

shops for school children and the public. 

 

There is growing concern about “Nature Defi-

cit Disorder,” and Lakeside is working with 

local partners to combat it. The Nature Con-

nectors, a coalition of a dozen environmental 

and social service agencies including Lakeside, 

provides an annual conference for early learn-

ing educators, to train them how to introduce 

children to nature. The conferences are held in 

part at the Lab. About 200 educators attended 

the most recent conference in April 2009. 

 

Winter is a slow time in the Lakes area, so the 

Chamber of Commerce spices life up with the 

Okoboji Winter Games. Lakeside participates 

through the People Project, a venture with lo-

cal partner ArtsLive. An artist designs a giant 

two-dimensional animal shape on the lake in 

front of the Mess Hall, and people create that 

animal by standing close together on the ice. 

This “people art” is then photographed from 

the air. Participants made a giant turtle in 2008 

and a dragonfly in 2009. 

Lakeside Ventures into New Fields 

  Lakeside hosted three interns this summer 

from the Student Conservation Association. 

Philip McGary, a student at Northwest Mis-

souri State University, assisted Matt Fair-

child with stewardship of our grounds and 

natural areas.  Mindy Stockman, a student at 

the University of Florida-Gainesville, as-

sisted Jane Shuttleworth with camps and 

2009  Interns 
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People Project 2008 

About 200 people formed this 

giant turtle in front of the 

Mess Hall in January 2008.  

Photo by Judy Hemphill. 

public programs.  Jeremy Endsley, a recent 

graduate of Humboldt State University, 

worked with Dennis Heimdal in the Bovbjerg 

Water Chemistry Lab. We thank them all for 

their service and wish them well as they pursue 

their studies and careers. 



Lakeside continues to be a base for ecological 

studies. Some recent projects: 

 Role of mycorrhizal fungi in native and 

reconstructed tallgrass prairies (Mary 

Damm, Indiana University) 

 Developing benchmarks of biological in-

tegrity for Iowa lake and reservoir restora-

tion (Jesse Fischer, Iowa State) 

 Reconstructing conditions in Iowa lakes 

before European settlement (Adam Heath-

cote, Iowa State) 

 Transport by intrusions generated by 

boundary mixing (Chris Rehmann, Dan-

ielle Wain, Mike Kohn, and Josh Scanlon, 

Iowa State) 

 Bird response to enhanced vegetation di-

versity (Jen Vogel, Iowa State) 

 Plant distributions in prairie restorations 

(Kathryn Yurkonis, Iowa State) 

 

 

Research at Lakeside 

Lannoo), Ecology and Systematics of Diatoms 

(Sarah Spaulding), Prairie Ecology (Daryl 

Smith), Plant Taxonomy (Bill Norris), Writing 

Festival (Jim Heynen), and Analysis of Envi-

ronmental Data (Steve Juggins). 

Summer Classes of 2009 
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Lannoo and Class 
Mike Lannoo leads his 2008 

Conservation Biology class 

on a field trip to a local 

wetland.  Photo by Tom 

Jorgensen. 

On May 18, Lakeside began its 101st season of 

service to college students. Two four-week and 

one two-week sessions were held, including 

Ecology (taught by Tom Rosburg), Ornithol-

ogy (Neil Bernstein); Watershed Hydrology 

(Lee Burras), Conservation Biology (Mike 

In Memoriam 
Dr. Charles Reimer died on November 29, 2008. Dr. Reimer taught Ecology and Systematics of 

Diatoms at Lakeside Lab from 1966 to 1989. He was Curator of the Diatom Herbarium at the Acad-

emy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia. 

 

Dr. Lois Tiffany died on September 6, 2009.  Affectionately known as “Dr. T” and “Iowa’s Mush-

room Lady,” she taught Field Mycology at Lakeside Lab and helped organize the Natural History 

Weekends.  She was Distinguished Professor Emeritus at Iowa State University. 

 

Lakeside Lab offers our condolences to the families of Dr. Reimer and Dr. Tiffany. 



The Roy J. Carver Charitable Trust in 

Muscatine, Iowa has challenged Lakeside to 

raise $70,926 to purchase new microscopes 

(equipped with digital cameras) for microbi-

ology programs at Lakeside. Carver Trust 

will provide a matching amount if Lakeside 

raises the funds by July 17, 2010.   

 

Lakeside does not have microscopes suitable 

for course use and currently borrows micro-

scopes from Iowa State every summer. This 

limits microbiology programs at Lakeside to 

three months a year. The borrowed micro-

scopes are more than 25 years old, and because 

their model has been discontinued, replace-

ment parts are difficult to find. 

 

If you would like to help, please contact the 

Executive Director (see page 1).  

 Carver Trust Offers Challenge Grant 

 

To date, we have relied heavily on the gen-

erosity of local and seasonal residents.  Now 

we are reaching out to YOU to help ensure 

the future of the Lab. 

 

With only $30,000 left to raise on our $2 

million endowment goal, we are anxious to 

conclude this campaign.  Earnings from the 

endowment are used to provide a steady 

source of funding for a variety of items in-

cluding student scholarships, research, water 

quality monitoring, and public program-

ming. 

 

To help us reach our goal, the Messengers of 

Healing Winds Foundation has issued a 2:1 

challenge grant.  For every $2 you contrib-

Friends Endowment Needs Your Support 
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Carver Challenge 
A challenge grant from the 

Carver Trust will help bring 

new microscopes to Lakeside 

Lab, for the benefit of 

students such as these.  

Photo by Tom Jorgensen. 

ute, they will contribute $1. Tom & Molly 

Bedell will also match your contribution. 

 

If you have any questions or would like further 

information, please contact Barbara 

Mendenhall at 712-332-2900 or Sue Richter at 

712-338-2254.  Thank you! 

 



The Friends of Lakeside Lab, Inc., in our 16th 

year as a non-profit organization, continues the 

mission to promote Iowa Lakeside Lab as a 

community resource for environmental educa-

tion, water quality monitoring, and research.  

Directed by an active board of community and 

state leaders, the Friends assist in providing 

both funding and volunteer resources for Lake-

side’s programming and grounds. 

 

In June, the Friends were honored by receiving 

a 2009 Governor’s Volunteer Award.  This 

award recognizes the significant effort by the 

many Friends volunteers, who have accom-

plished a tremendous amount at very little ad-

ministrative cost. 

 

Securing funds is a major activity for the 

Friends. The three primary methods have been 

memberships, an annual fund raising event, 

and the endowment campaign.  This year’s 

fund raiser was a cruise on the Queen II. Pas-

sengers were treated to a wonderful combina-

tion of program, music and food, along with 

a double rainbow. The event was a great suc-

cess. 

 

To honor our generous supporters, the 

Friends held the 9th annual Macbride Society 

gathering on July 23rd.  The social time and 

dinner were followed by a program celebrat-

ing the first 100 Years of Lakeside Lab.  

Many of the Friends members then enjoyed a 

tour of the “Big Bugs” sculptures around the 

Lakeside grounds. 

 

The Friends welcome all who have passion 

for the mission, history and future of Lake-

side Lab. Please consider becoming a mem-

ber.  For more information call 712-337-3669 

ext. 5 or view the Lakeside Lab web site. 

 News from the Friends 
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Governor’s Volunteer Award 

The Friends of Lakeside Lab received a 

volunteer service award from Iowa First Lady 

Mari Culver in June 2009.  Photo provided by 

the Governor’s office. 

Enjoying the Cruise 

This June 2009 cruise on the Queen II raised 

more than $23,000 for Friends of Lakeside 

Lab programs.  Photo by Mike Hood. 



Membersh ip  In fo rmat ion  

___ Yes, I would like to join the Friends of Lakeside Lab. Enclosed are my dues of 

 

___ $25 (Friend) 

___ $35 (Friendly Family) 

___ $100 (Good Friend) 

___ more than $100 (Best Friend) 

___ I would like to help the Friends complete their endowment campaign.  Enclosed is my contribution of  $ __________. 

 

Name ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address _______________________________________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip __________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please mail this form with your check to Friends of Lakeside Lab, 1838 Hwy 86, Milford, IA 51351. 

The Friends is a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Contributions for 

dues and the endowment are tax-deductible. 

I o w a  L a k e s i d e  L a b o r a t o r y  

1838 Hwy 86 

Milford, IA 51351 


